Bleak House Co. Ltd.,

Burnt House Plantation,

Indian Ground,

St Peter BB26018
BARBADOS

Tel. 422-8013      e.mail:  richgod@sunbeach.net
February 19, 2008
Environmental Protection Department,

Ministry of Energy and Environment,

Jemmott’s Lane,

ST MICHAEL

Dear Sirs,

Data on Animal rearing

I acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 6th February, 2008, your ref. 209/T2, seeking information from Burnt House Plantation, Indian Ground, St Peter.  

I must say how pleased I am to know that an agency has been set up by law to enforce the laws of Barbados, but as they say the proof of the pudding is in the eating, and will you carry out your duties and responsibilities without fear of favour or affection, or as so many government departments, at the whims and fancy of politicians.  

My answers are as follows:

1. Nil  Beef cattle

2. Nil  Dairy cattle

3. Nil  Swine

4. Nil  Sheep and lambs

5. I operate a chicken broiler farm as a contract grower for Chickmont Foods.  I produce about 120,000 broilers, average weight, 2 kg., with a feed conversion of 1.95/2 kg. live weight in 42 – 43 days, on a 9 week cycle.  I use an average of 45,000 kgs. of feed per batch over a 9 week period, so this is roughly 500,000 kgs. of feed per year.  Every 3 years I clean my pens, and I put 150 tons of chicken droppings mixed with 50 m.³ of sand into a 7 acre field adjoining the pen, where I grow sugar cane, giant Bermuda grass, and ¼ acre of market garden.
6. My litter is sea sand which I re-use over 3 – 4 years.  When the pen is empty, we spray with Long Life on three occasions.  The pen is rotavated 3 times to bring the below surface to the top so that the pen is properly sprayed and rested.  We also use at the end of each cycle  about 1 gall. of formaldehyde and 2 gallons of diesel oil applied with a handspray.
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7. The birds will drink about 1,000 – 1,200 galls. per day for the 4 – 6 week period.  I do not measure for the full life cycle.  The water goes into the litter, and then evaporates into the air.  There is no smell of ammonia.

8. List of chemicals used on the compound:

a. Virveidal disinfectant – ANTEC.  We use about 4 cases of 4 x 5 ltr per calendar year.

b. Formaldehyde - about 20 galls. per year per pen.

As you are on the subject of environmental damage to Barbados,  I might draw the following to your attention.  There is a blood and grease liquid disposal site operated by government at Lonesome Hill.  This is put into unlined trenches dug into the soil which goes into the underground, or washes into the ravine, going through Sailor Gully, The Whim gully, and then into the Salt Pond in Speightstown and  into the sea, especially after heavy rain.

Geologists Bob Speed and Hans Machel, who are considered the authorities on the environment of Barbados have both said this is environmental madness.

Secondly, the Mangrove Pond/Vaucluse solid waste site at Mt Stinkeroo, which opened in 1982 was never lined, and as you will recall caught afire in 1992 and burnt for a year.  Since then other cells designed by R.J. Burnside of Toronto, Canada, have been constructed and lined, but no provision has been made to treat the leachate, which drains from the waste, plus the rainfall, which falls directly into it.  This leachate is then pumped untreated into the ground and as the three monkeys say, see no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil, and nothing is done about it.  I have written to both the NATION and The Advocate, and they refuse to publish it, because it would affect the Sandy Lane area and the west coast hotels, and the papers need government paid advertising to help their profits.

Thirdly, in the area of Joe’s River, behind the Edgewater Hotel, there is a large quantity of solid waste which has been dumped.  It is there where the old railway bridge crosses the river, and although not visible from the road, any Public Health Inspector doing the job for which he is paid, should have found this years ago.  

If we are truly interested in public health, these matters must be addressed without delay.  The health of Barbadians and visitors alike is at stake, and I am pleased that now I have identified an organization, and Ingrid Lavine,  responsible for imposing the environmental laws of Barbados.  If you are unable to find the places I have pointed out, I would be happy to lead you there myself, but please, sooner rather than later.

Yours faithfully,

Richard Goddard
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